
  

 

JUNE 2022 

The Church — Visible and Invisible 

W 
 hen speaking of the church, theologians often 
use terms such as the visible and local church 
as opposed to the invisible and universal church. 
   The visible and local church is, of course, the 

physical churches that we see around us and around the 
world, as well as the members of those churches.  
   The invisible and universal church, however, refers to all 

believers everywhere and is one church, united in Christ. Everyone in the universal church 
is a true believer, but such is not necessarily the case with visible and local churches. Why 
do we need to understand some of the basic differences between the visible and universal 
church? 
   One key reason is so that we do not confuse what we see in the actions of the imperfect 
visible churches with the realities of the perfect invisible universal church.  
   Visible and local churches are far from perfect. This is not surprising because believers 
themselves are imperfect, resulting in challenges and tensions in every visible church. 
   Is there a reason that I am stating the obvious? You bet! 
   Recently, the visible Southern Baptist denomination (and its leaders] have had to come to 
terms with egregious failures regarding sexual predators and their victims. These failures 
have disappointed members, and it has provided fodder for the opponents of the church. 
   I am one of the disappointed members of the visible church. However, my enthusiasm for 
the Universal Church is solid. 
   Also, my commitment to protect and shepherd Crossroads Baptist is stronger than ever!  
   We will honor transparency, we will welcome accountability; and we will do everything in 
our power to heal, nurture, and protect the sheep in our fold.  
What then shall we do? 
   The Bible gives us some direction. In Isaiah 19:1, we find King Hezekiah reeling from the 
threats of King Sennacharib of Assyria. King Sennacharib is outside Jerusalem with a 
ruthless army. He has bragged of his plans to destroy Jerusalem. And he has shown 
contempt for Israel’s YHWH. 
   What is the response of King Hezekiah who is fearful, under resourced; and under siege? 

19:1    “When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes and  
put on sackcloth and went into the temple of the Lord.” 

   As Southern Baptists, it is time to put on “sackcloth and ashes.” We need to acknowledge 
our failures, turn away (repent) from the sins that led us out of the light, and seek divine 
healing. 
 Let us pray for our leaders. They are vulnerable.  
 Let us pray for the abused. They are those who mourn. 
 Let us stay vigilant. So if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!  

 

God loves you! And so do I!    Pastor Rick 

2001 S. Starr Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119   480-982-9120 
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M issions News 

 - News from missions supported by Crossroads Baptist Church 
 
 

Matthew 25:40 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  

This month:  Todd & Kat ie Mi l ler  

International Missions Board 

Besides being immersed in Thai language and culture our daily lives here are much the 

same as normal life in America. Our kids’ school is on an American school year and so they 

are finishing their last days and dreaming of summer break! One thing, though, that is 

different are our regular visits to immigration. We have 3 

common reasons: 1. Every 90-days we must report that we 

live at our same address, 2. When we leave the country we 

must secure a re-entry permit, 3. Securing a 1-year visa. 

This last one is least liked by our kids because we have to 

spend a good portion of a day waiting at immigration. As I 

type we have reached the annual dreaded day. Each year I 

prep my kids to be ready to spend 4+ hours waiting.  But we 

are so grateful for people who work to help the process go 

smoother. This year the windows are open and we are 

enjoying the pouring rain and breeze while we and 100+ 

other people wait for the immigration machine to crank out 

the stamps and paperwork for everyone’s passports to be 

legal. 

 

Another thing that is not the same as our American life are 

the critters. We have giant black scorpions and centipedes akin to creatures in a Jules 

Vern book. They are best observed on the road after a car has run them over! Gekos are 

welcome roommates because they help with the mosquito population. They are 

entertaining to watch at night as they congregate on the outside of our stairwell window 

and have their dinner. I wrote about our resident blue headed lizard called a “tokay” a 

couple of months ago. He reminds us he is in our yard every night when he calls to his 

friends. Cicadas are regular summer visitor in Arizona but in Thailand they have been so 

deafeningly loud this year that one night they woke us up! We take our shoes off before 

entering the house and have shoe racks outside our front door. A couple of months ago I 

put my tennis shoes on and a small frog was snuggled in the toe. We both jumped! Oh, and 

Jilly noticed the other day that the resident market rats have a good life too! These are all 

part of what makes life here interesting and fun! 

Email Update Sent by Todd & Katie Miller, May 20, 2022 
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How to Stop Worrying: 7 Tips for Christians 
By David Peach 

 
When we feel that things are out of our control we tend to worry but how do you stop 
worrying?  Most of the awful things we imagine will happen never do. We can be thankful for 
that. 
 
We should understand that worrying never helps a situation get better. Worrying sends a 
message to ourselves and those around us that we are helpless and have no where to turn. 
However, as a Christian, we believe that God has everything in His control. If He really does, and 
we really believe that, then we have nothing to worry about. We only need to trust that God will 
take care of everything according to His plan. 
 
Here are 7 tips from the Bible to help us stop worrying. 
 

Pray To Stop Worrying 
Philippians 4:6, 7 “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
These wonderful verses tell us to not be filled with care or worry, but to trust God in prayer. Stop 
worrying by taking your requests to Him. There is nothing wrong with having concern over 
matters and sharing that with God and with others so that you can pray. 
Often in prayer you will hear people asking God for peace in a situation. Why do we need peace? 
Because without the hope we have in God we would be filled with worry. Paul tells us in these 
verses we can trade our worry for peace through prayer. 
 

Be Thankful 
In the above verses to the Philippians, Paul says that another aspect of getting rid of worry is to 
be thankful. Be thankful for the things you have. Don’t dwell on those things you cannot control. 
Paul indicates that there is nothing wrong with taking your questions and concerns to God. But 
we should not go to Him out of anger and demand that He work everything out the way we want. 
We should humbly go to Him in prayer, with a thankful heart, and ask Him to give us that peace 
that will open our minds to understand and accept His plan. 
 

Think on Good Things 
Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” 
Just after Paul’s comments about worry he says that we should think on good, godly things. 
When we focus on positive and wholesome events, memories, plans, etc., then it is hard to be 
worried about everything else. 
 

Holy Spirit Can Bring Peace 
John 14:26, 27 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
In John 14 Jesus is explaining to the disciples where He is going and that He will return. In the 
meantime the Holy Spirit of God will come and indwell the believers. This was something new to 
the people of Jesus’ day. They did not have the Holy Spirit living within them like we do as 
believers today. 
One of the names of the Holy Spirit that Jesus often used was Comforter. As a comforter the Holy 
Spirit can help take your cares and ease them. That doesn’t mean we never have concern for 
things, but we don’t worry like we would if we didn’t trust that God was in charge. The Holy Spirit 
is our companion to remind us that God has control. 

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued  from page 3) 
 

Trust God’s Strength 
Psalm 27:1-3 “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked, even mine enemies and my 
foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. Though an host should encamp 
against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be 
confident.” 
Isaiah 41:10 “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.” 
Life was a lot less scary (and worrisome) when we were kids and we had parents who were 
bigger and stronger than us. When we had problems we could go to them and they would say 
that they would take care of it. We have a God that wants to do that for us today. Will you take 
your concerns to Him and rely on His strength? He is waiting to take that burden from you. 
 

Worry is Not From God 
2 Timothy 1:7 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind.” 
Fear that we have is not from God. Understand that the basis of your worry ultimately comes 
back to the fact that you are not trusting God. God wants us to stop worrying and not to be 
afraid. 
 

Remember that God Cares For You 
1 Peter 5:6, 7 “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 
you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 
God cares for you and me. He wants to take our problems and resolve them. Isn’t it frustrating 
for us as parents to see our children struggling with a problem, but they won’t listen to us on 
how to solve it? They come to us and tell us things are wrong, yet when we offer a solution they 
take the problem back and try to solve it on their own. It makes us hurt for their sakes. What are 
we doing to God when we worry? When we tell Him we want His help, but then we take the 
problem back and try to shoulder it ourselves? 
I have a friend that says she gets worried when she has nothing to worry about. I know she is 
joking when she says that, but the truth is we often do the same thing. Worry and anxiety 
becomes a habit. In some way it gives us comfort, yet it is not healthy and it shows a lack of 
faith. 
 
When you are tempted to worry or stress remind yourself that worry is a lack of faith in God. 
When you can trust that God has a perfect plan, then you will be able to stop worrying. 
Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose.” 
 

(From: https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/how-to-stop-worrying-7-tips-for-christians/) 
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If you or someone you know 
needs prayer immediately, 
contact our Prayer Chain 

Chair, Martha Finton. 

If you would like to 
have, or know of a 
church member 
who would like, a 

visit &/or the Lord’s Supper taken to them, 
contact the office, the new visitation team, 
or one of the deacons. 

 Sunday Worship:......... 60 
 Sunday School:......... 35 
 Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study:......... 14 

 
 
 

 Ladies’ Bible Study:........... 6 
 Ladies’ Breakfast Attendance:........... 6 
 Game Day:  .......... 7 

May Average 

Monthly Attendance 

Ministr ies /Other  Events 
Actual  Attendance 

 New!  
Do you have an item you’d like posted 
on the bulletin board? An item to sell, 
or seeking help for something? Submit 

your items to Beth in the office. 

 

 

 

• Sunday Fellowship - coffee & donuts 9:00 am. 

• Bible Study at 9:30 am. 

• Worship Service at 10:45 am. 

• Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting and Bible Study at 

5:30 pm.  

• The Ladies’ Breakfast—Monthly: third Friday at 8:30 am.  

• The Men’s IMPACT is on hiatus. Watch for announce-

ments in the bulletin and here. 

• Volunteering Your Time: The church needs your gifts and 

talents. See a need? Want to help somehow? Contact the 

office. 
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(From: https://www.history.com/news/what-is-flag-day) 
 When the American Revolution broke out in 1775, the colonists weren ’t fighting united 
under a single flag. Instead, most regiments participating in the war for independence against 
the British fought under their own flags. In June of 1775, the  Second Continental Congress met 
in Philadelphia to create the Continental Army—a unified colonial fighting force—with the hopes 
of a more organized battle against its colonial oppressors. This led to the creation of what was, 
essentially, the first “American” flag, the Continental Colors. 

 For some, this flag, which was comprised of 13 red and white alternating stripes and a 
Union Jack in the corner, was too similar to that of the British.  George Washington soon 
realized that flying a flag that was even remotely close to the British flag was not a great 
confidence-builder for the revolutionary effort, so he turned his efforts towards creating a new 
symbol of freedom for the soon-to-be fledgling nation. 
 On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress took a break from writing 
the Articles of Confederation and passed a resolution stating that “the flag of the United States 
be 13 stripes, alternate red and white,” and that “the union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, 
representing a new constellation.” 
 Over 100 years later, in 1916,  President Woodrow Wilson marked the anniversary of that 
decree by officially establishing June 14 as Flag Day. As you celebrate the anniversary of the 
Stars and Stripes, here are some fast facts about “Old Glory.” 
 

1. Bernard Cigrand, a small-town Wisconsin teacher, originated the idea for an annual flag day, 
to be celebrated across the country every June 14, in 1885. That year, he led his school in the 
first formal observance of the holiday. Cigrand, who later changed careers and practiced 
dentistry in Illinois, continued to promote his concept and advocate respect for the flag 
throughout his life. 

2. It is widely believed that Betsy Ross, who assisted the Revolutionary War effort by repairing 
uniforms and sewing tents, made the first American flag. However, there is no historical 
evidence that she contributed to Old Glory ’s creation. It was not until her grandson William 
Canby held an 1870 press conference to recount the story that the American public learned of 
her possible role. It has since been confirmed that Francis Hopkinson, a delegate from New 
Jersey who signed the Declaration of Independence, designed the American flag.  

3. The lyrics of “The Star-Spangled Banner,” America’s national anthem since 1931, are taken 
from a patriotic poem written by Francis Scott Key after he witnessed the Battle of Fort 
McHenry during the War of 1812. His words were set to the tune of “To Anacreon in Heaven,” a 
popular British drinking song.  

4. In the 1950s, when it seemed certain that  Alaska would be admitted to the Union, designers 
began retooling the American flag to add a 49th star to the existing 48. Meanwhile, a 17 -year-
old Ohio student named Bob Heft borrowed his mother ’s sewing machine, disassembled his 
family’s 48-star flag and stitched on 50 stars in a proportional pattern. He handed in his creation 
to his history teacher for a class project, explaining that he expected Hawaii would soon achieve 
statehood as well.  

Heft also sent the flag to his congressman, Walter Moeller, who presented it to  President 
Eisenhower after both new states joined the Union. Eisenhower selected Heft ’s design, and on 
July 4, 1960, the president and the high school student stood together as the 50 -star flag was 
raised for the first time. Heft ’s teacher promptly changed his grade from a B- to an A. 

5. Unlike setting an intact flag on fire, flying one upside -down is not always intended as an act 
of protest. According to the Flag Code, it can also be an official distress signal.  

Discover the history of the annual holiday and check out 13 surprising facts about the 
American flag and how to properly display it. Discover the history of the annual holiday 
and check out 13 surprising facts about the American flag and how to properly display it. 

Jennie Cohen, Updated June 10, 2021, Original: June 14, 2018 
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The Price of Freedom 

By Simon Ivascu and Wesley Pop, Call no. 270.99 

This is a true story I think you would truly enjoy. 

To quote Brad and Kandus Thorp of the Hope Channel: 

In the pages of the Price of Freedom you will read a remarkable story of adventure, 
courage, mistakes and miracles. You’ll thrill to see how in spite of incredible odds, God 
led these two young men to freedom. From fearful nights as escaping fugitives to long 
days as “cargo” on the high seas, from police prisons to “container” prisons, and from 
the status of illegal aliens to that of honorable citizens this tale will reveal the power and 
love of God, and will grip you from first page to last.  

     ~~Carol Korte and the Library Committee 

Rita Kemp, Mary King, Carol Korte, Dolores Moody, Bonnie Simmons 

continued from page 3) 

 
6. The Flag Code stipulates that the Stars and Stripes should not be used as apparel, bedding or 
drapery. 

7. The practice of draping coffins in the American flag is not reserved for military veterans and 
government officials. On the contrary, any burial may incorporate this tradition.  

8. Etiquette calls for American flags to be illuminated by sunlight or another light source while on 
display. 

9. During the Vietnam War era, some demonstrators burned American flags as an act of protest. 
The Flag Protection Act of 1968 was enacted in response, making it illegal to burn or otherwise 
deface the Stars and Stripes. In two landmark decisions 20 years later, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the government couldn ’t curb individuals’ First Amendment rights by prohibiting desecration 
of the U.S. flag. Respectful burning of damaged flags according to established protocol has 
always been acceptable. 

10. When flags are taken down from their poles, care must be taken to keep them from touching 
the ground. In fact, the American flag should always be kept aloft, meaning that rugs and carpets 
featuring the Stars and Stripes are barred by the Flag Code.  

11. When the flags of cities, states, localities or groups are flown on the same staff as the 
American flag, Old Glory should always be at the peak. When flags of two or more nations are 
displayed, they should be of equivalent size and flown from separate staffs of the same height.  

12. The Flag Code strictly prohibits adding an insignia, drawing or other markings to the Stars 
and Stripes. Some American politicians have been known to defy this regulation by signing 
copies of the U.S. flag for their supporters.  

13. Ever wondered how to correctly fold an American flag? First, enlist a partner and stand facing 
each other, each holding both corners of one of the rectangle ’s shorter sides. Working together, 
lift the half of the flag that usually hangs on the bottom over the half that contains the blue field of 
stars. Next, fold the flag lengthwise a second time so that the stars are visible on the outside. 
Make a triangular fold at the striped end, bringing one corner up to meet the top edge. Continue 
to fold the flag in this manner until only a triangle of star -studded blue can be seen. 
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C R O S S R OA D S  C H U R C H  C O M M I T T E E S  AT  W O R K  

The church’s property committee met recently to review a list of maintenance 
items to keep our church safe and to be proactive in maintenance instead of 
reactive. As we all know, it’s better to take care of things before they become big 
and costly. The committee discussed and prioritized their “To-Do” list. And then, 
they got busy!! 

The company that the church has used for years for the HVAC system, is no longer 
in business due to retirement and health issues. The property committee reviewed 
companies and scheduled an inspection of the church HVAC systems in June. This 
is really important as we come up on the Arizona summer. We really need our AC to 
work! 

A plumbing TLC inspection was performed and the 
water heater was flushed in mid-May. No major 
plumbing issues were found.  

One major thing that was completed already: the 
broken asphalt in the handicapped parking area was 
fixed.  

The committee is prioritizing safety issues as they 
work to maintain the property. 

Should you come upon an issue with the property 
that needs to be addressed, please contact one of the 
members of the property committee or the office.   

Committee: Joanna Burgan, Terry Courtney, Jerry Mittlestaedt, Don Williams 

You may submit an article about your committee for the newsletter, please contact 
Beth Silvers in the office.  

“You’re not supposed to 

talk out loud in church.” 

“Why? Who’s going to stop 

me?” Joel asked. 

Angie pointed to the back 

of the church and said, “See 

those two men standing by 

the door?  

  They’re hushers!” 
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To share your special dates, please contact the office at 480-982-

9120 or email Beth at crossrdsbc@yahoo.com. 

Martha continues another year of her card ministry for the 
church covering birthdays, anniversaries, get well, bereavement, 

encouragement, etc. Each card is sent on behalf of the church 
(each of you). Through her ministry, friends and family are 

extended the love of Jesus through the mail.  Thank you, Martha! 

We honor & ce lebrate a l l  our  members  and  

f r iends  who wi l l  ce lebrate   

June bi r thdays  and anniversar ies .  

(P lease  check  your  member ’s  d i rectory  for  dates)  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Ladies! 

Please join us for 

 Bible study, Tuesdays at  

10 am (except May 31st) 

in the sanctuary.  

“Ordinary Moments. 

Extraordinary God.”  

By Jane L. Fryar & Kristin Schultz 
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“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him .”  
     Colossians 3:17 

June 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

• Ntl Iced Tea Month 

• Rose Month 

• Brain Awareness 
Month 

• Ntl Accordion 

Awareness Month 

Fishing Week—
First week of the 
month 

Ntl Flag Week is 
the week of Flag 
Day (June 14) 

1 

NO prayer 
Meeting &  
Bible Study 
 
Flip a Coin Day 

2 
Ntl Rocky Road Day 

3 
Ntl Doughnut 
Day 
 
World Bicycle 
Day 
 
 

4 
Hug Your Cat Day 
 
Ntl Trails Day 
 
Ntl Cheese Day 

5 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 

 
 
Ntl Frozen Yogurt Day 

6 
1 pm-Decorations 
Committee Mtg  
 

D-Day, WWII 
 
 
 

Ntl Yo-Yo Day 

7 
10 am-Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
 
3 pm Visitation 
Committee Mtg 
 
Ntl Chocolate Ice 
Cream Day 

8 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Best Friends Day 

9 
Donald Duck Day 
 
Ntl Strawberry  
Rhubarb Pie Day 

10 
Ice Tea Day 
 
Ntl Flip Flop Day 
 
 

11 
Ntl Corn on the 
Cob Day 

12 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 

 
Ntl Jerky, PB Cookie, 
and Red Rose Day 
 

13 
Sewing Machine 
Day 
 
Ntl Weed Your 
Garden Day 

14 
10 am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
 

FLAG DAY 
 
 
 
 
Full Moon 

15 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Smile Power Day 
 
Ntl Prune Day 
 

16 
1:00 pm Game Day 
 
Fresh Veggies Day 
 
Nursing Assistants 
Day 
 
Fresh Veggies Day 

17 
8:30 am-Ladies’ 
Breakfast @ iHop  
 
Eat Your Vegeta-
ble Day 
 
Take a Road Trip 
Day 

18 
Go Fishing Day 
 
Intl Picnic Day 
 
Ntl Hollerin’ Con-
test Day 
 
 

19 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 

20 
Ntl Bald Eagle Day 
 
Ice Cream Soda 
Day 

21 
10 am-Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
 
Summer Solstice 
(Summer Begins) 
 
Ntl Sea Shell Day 

22 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Ntl Chocolate 
Éclair Day 
 
Ntl Onion Ring Day 

23 
Game Day 
 
Let It Go Day 
 
Ntl Pink Day 

24 
Take Your Dog 
to Work Day 
 
Swim a Lap Day 
 
Ntl Food Truck 
Day 

25 
Log Cabin Day 
 
National Catfish 
Day 

26 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 
Forgiveness Day 
 
Ntl Canoe Day 
 

27 
Ntl Onion Day 
 
Sun Glasses Day 

28 
10 am-Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
 
Paul Bunyan Day 
 
 

29 
Camera Day 
 
Intl Mud Day 
 
Waffle Iron Day 

30 
Ntl Handshake Day 
 
Meteor Day 

  

 
 

 
 

     

“And we know that all things work  
together for them that love God.” 

Romans 8:28 (KJV) 
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Pastor: Rick Basch 

 

Deacons 
Hector Palma Mike Tacker Robert Wisner 

2001 S. Starr Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119 

Church Office: 480-982-9120  

Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Email: crossrdsbc@yahoo.com 

Website: https://www.crossroadsbaptistaz.com/ 

Valley Rim Southern Baptist Association 
https://www.valleyrimsba.org/ 

AZ Southern Baptist Convention 
https://azsbc.org/ 

Southern Baptist Convention 
http://www.sbc.net/ 

https://www.valleyrimsba.org/
http://azsbc.org/
http://azsbc.org/

