
  

 

AUGUST 2022 

T 
he month of July is behind us. That fact 
encourages me because to me it means that I 
am moving closer to our more temperate 
seasons. July brought high temps, dry winds, 

monsoon floods, and a resurgence of the Covid virus. 
For Crossroads, it also brought the joy of receiving 
five new members, welcoming back some early-bird 
winter visitors, and moving closer to the needed 

zoning approval to sell the parsonage. God has continued to be our Rock and 
our Fortress. We are thriving because God is merciful and because we submit to 
Jesus Christ as the Head of the Church.  

 Speaking of “Church” — recently someone posted thoughts about the 
significance of gathering to serve and worship. I do not know the original author 
to give them credit. The best I can do is share their thoughts. 

 “As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online services 
become very convenient, it’s important to remember why church attendance for 
you and your family matters so much. 

 “You can’t serve from your sofa. You can’t have a community of faith on 
your sofa. You can’t experience that power of a room full of believers 
worshipping together on your sofa. 

 “Christians aren’t consumers. We are contributors. We don’t watch. We 
engage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We pray by laying hands on the 
hurting. We do life together! 

 “The church needs you. And you need the church.” 

Hebrews 10:24–25 (NIV) 
24”And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, 25not giving up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

 

God loves you! And so do I!    Pastor Rick 

2001 S. Starr Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119   480-982-9120 
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If you or someone you know 
needs prayer immediately, 
contact our Prayer Chain 

Chair, Martha Finton. 

If you would like to 
have, or know of a 
church member 
who would like, a 

visit &/or the Lord’s Supper taken to them, 
contact the office, the new visitation team, 
or one of the deacons. 

 Sunday Worship:......... 41 
 Sunday School:......... 24 
 Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study:......... 11 

 
 
 

 Ladies’ Bible Study:........... 3 
 Ladies’ Breakfast Attendance:........... 9 
 Game Day:  .......... 5 
 Movie: ........ 22 

July Average 

Monthly Attendance 

Ministr ies /Other  Events 
Actual  Attendance 

 New!  
Do you have an item you’d like posted 
on the bulletin board? An item to sell, 
or seeking help for something? Submit 

your items to Beth in the office. 

 

 

 

• Sunday Fellowship - coffee & donuts 9:00 am. 

• Bible Study at 9:30 am. 

• Worship Service at 10:45 am. 

• Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting and Bible Study at 

5:30 pm.  

• The Ladies’ Breakfast—Monthly: third Friday at 8:30 am.  

• The Men’s IMPACT is on hiatus. Watch for announce-

ments in the bulletin and here. 

• Volunteering Your Time: The church needs your gifts and 

talents. See a need? Want to help somehow? Contact the 

office. 

Office Summer Closures: 

August 12, 26 

September 2, 16, 30 

October 14 & 28 
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M issions News 

 - News from missions supported by Crossroads Baptist Church 
 
 

Matthew 25:40 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  

This month:  Barnabas:   

Al  & El izabeth Dyck 
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Abby McDonald, iBelieve Contributor, Published:Jul 25, 2022 , Abby McDonald, iBelieve Contributor, 
Published:Jul 25, 2022, https://www.ibelieve.com/relationships/4-lies-we-believe-so-we-dont-have-to-forgive-
others.html 
 

 When I was fresh out of college in my twenties, I didn’t realize the weight of an unforgiving 
heart that I carried. It had been there so long that I had grown accustomed to its bitterness. I was 
nearly thirty and nursing a newborn before I realized how much I, too, needed God’s grace. After a 
long battle with depression, God showed me that one of the keys to freedom from the burden I’d 
carried so long was simple, but it was also hard: forgiveness. 

 While there are many reasons why we don’t forgive people, God makes it clear in his Word 
that we need to do so. In fact, he even goes so far as to say if we don’t forgive others, he will not 
forgive us (Matthew 6:15). This statement may sound harsh, but we can’t skip over the verses in 
scripture that make us uncomfortable, can we?  

 To understand this command, we need to know two things. First, God forgave us when we 
least deserved it. When we nailed him to a cross and abandoned him, he said, “Father forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). Second, God’s command for us to 
forgive is not for his benefit; but for our own. God does not tell us to love injustice, to be a doormat, 
or to not set boundaries. He tells us to forgive others, as he forgave us. 

 One of the reasons we are so reluctant to forgive is because we have a false perception of 
what forgiveness actually is. We often tell ourselves lies to try to get out of it, putting a barrier 
against our spiritual healing.  

Here are three lies we tell ourselves so we don’t have to forgive others: 

1. If I Forgive, I Will Excuse the Wrong They Did to Me 

Forgiveness does not mean we say the person who hurt us did not sin. We are not saying, “Oh, 
that’s okay. You can sin as much as you want.” Instead, we are giving God permission to judge the 
person according to his perfect holiness. We release the weight to the One who sees the person’s 
heart, motives, and everything else we don’t. Paul makes it clear whose job it is to enact justice 
when he says: 

 “Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: 'It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.'” Romans 12:19 NIV 

While we make decisions based on emotions and feelings, God sees each person’s heart and 
motives clearly. He is not fickle but is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Let’s 
let him take the burden of judgment because the gavel is far too heavy for us to carry. 

2. I’m Not Hurting Anyone by Not Forgiving This Person 

It’s true that the people we decide not to forgive may not even be aware of it. They may go about 
their lives without regard for the harm they caused or the chaos our families experienced due to 
their actions. For this reason, we may think, “Why does it matter? They don’t even care.”  

It matters because the person we harm is ourselves. And whenever we harbor bitterness in our 
hearts and don’t forgive others, this bitter root will spill into our daily lives. We may not be aware of 
it, but it will come out in our conversations, our interactions with our kids, and in the carpool line.  

But most of all, it will steal our peace. We will live in constant anxiety because we have not let go of 
the hurt someone caused us, who may not even be aware of it. Is it worth it? No, it isn’t. Jesus paid 
the highest price so that we could walk in freedom. So let’s lay down the hurt and bitterness and 
walk away from it. 

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the 
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.” Galatians 5:13 NIV 

3. If I Forgive, I’m Permitting Them to Hurt Me Again 

Forgiving a person doesn’t mean we don’t set boundaries. As a matter of fact, boundaries are part 
of living a healthy Christian life. If someone is hurting us or causing destruction in our family and 
shows no signs of repentance, we are justified in limiting our interaction with that person. Even 
Jesus walked away from people at times when they rejected his truth. His desire was for everyone 
to repent and come to him, but this didn’t always happen. This was how he instructed his disciples: 

“And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your  
(cont’d next page) 

4 Lies We Believe So We Don’t Have to Forgive Others 

https://www.ibelieve.com/author/abby-mcdonald/
https://www.ibelieve.com/author/abby-mcdonald/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/6-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/23-34.html
https://www.ibelieve.com/health-beauty/3-biblical-steps-to-healing-your-spiritual-wounds.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/12-19.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/13-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/5-13.html
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(cont’d from previous page -4 Lies We Believe So We Don’t Have to Forgive Others) 

feet as a testimony against them.” Mark 6:11 NIV  

Only the Holy Spirit can transform a person’s heart. We can present the truth with love and pray 
for a heart to be transformed, but we are unable to make the change by our power alone. 
However, there is one thing we can do in addition to praying and speaking the truth. We can 
forgive. 

When we forgive, we trust God to deal with the person according to his perfect will. Instead of 
trying to be the police for someone else’s behavior, we release them to the One who can 
transform a life from the inside out. We acknowledge the fact that we are sinners too, and in need 
of God’s grace. 

4. I’m Not Capable of Forgiveness 

For some wrongs committed against us, the heartache runs deep. We may be dealing with years 
of neglect or abuse, and forgiveness may seem too painful or too difficult to even attempt. It is 
true that we are not capable of forgiveness on our own. We need God’s help. We need his Spirit 
to empower us to let go of the anger, the hurt, and the bitterness. We need his grace to open our 
eyes to the peace and redemption on the other side of our willingness to do this hard thing, and 
to show us the new life that awaits us. Perhaps most of all, we need him to open our eyes to see 
the person who wronged us the way God sees him or her.  

Paul testifies to the power of the Spirit in Romans, saying: 

“And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.” Romans 
12:11 NIV 

This is the same Spirit who helped Jesus forgive those who abandoned him. 

Friend, if you are struggling to forgive someone who hurt you today, know this: God sees your 
pain. No hurt you’ve endured escapes his notice, and he feels it too. Talk to him with an honest 
heart about your emotions today. If forgiveness seems impossible, admit that to him.  

His Spirit, who lives in each of us who declare him Lord, will enable us to do what we can’t do on 
our own. He is willing and capable. Tell him what you need. 

Abby McDonald is a writer and speaker whose passion is to help women find the hope of Christ in the 
middle of life’s messes. She is the author of Shift: Changing Our Focus to See the Presence of God, and 
her work has been featured on Proverbs 31 Ministries, (in)Courage, For Every Mom, and more. Abby lives 
with her husband, three children, and mischievous lab pup in the mountains of western Maryland. You can 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/6-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/12-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/12-11.html
https://www.amazon.com/Shift-Changing-Our-Focus-Presence/dp/1684263107/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2U2WXFTC2JYA5&keywords=shift+changing+our+focus+to+see+the+presence+of+god&qid=1580310206&sprefix=shift:+changing,aps,132&sr=8-1
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To share your special dates, please contact the office at 480-982-

9120 or email Beth at crossrdsbc@yahoo.com. 

Martha continues another year of her card ministry for the 
church covering birthdays, anniversaries, get well, bereavement, 

encouragement, etc. Each card is sent on behalf of the church 
(each of you). Through her ministry, friends and family are 

extended the love of Jesus through the mail.  Thank you, Martha! 

We honor & ce lebrate a l l  our  members  and  

f r iends  who wi l l  ce lebrate   

August  bi r thdays  and anniversar ies .  

(P lease  check  your  member ’s  d i rectory  for  dates)  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him .”  
     Colossians 3:17 

August 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Natl Girlfriends, 
Mahjong, Mountain 
Climbing, and 
Raspberry Cream 
Pie  Day 
 

2 
Find a Four-Leaf 
Clover Day 
 
Ntl Ice Cream 
Sandwich Day 

3 
Ntl Watermelon 
Day 

4 
Daughter’s Day 
 
Ntl Chocolate Chip 
Cookie Day 
 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Day 

5 
Ntl Water  
Balloon Day 
 
Work Like a Dog 
Day 

6 
Ntl Clown, Fresh 
Breath, Mustard, 
and Wiggle Your 
Toes Day 

7 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 

Communion Sunday 
 
Intl Forgiveness Day 
Friendship & Sisters 
Day 

8 

Intl Cat Day 

 

9 
No Ladies’ Bible 
Study 
 
Book Lover’s Day 

10 
No Prayer Meeting 
& Bible Study 
 
Ntl S’mores Day 
 
Lazy Day 
 
World Lion Day 

11 
Son & Daughter 
Day 

12 
Office Closed 

Ntl Perseid  
Meteor Shower 
 
Ntl Kool-Aid, 
Vinyl Record Day 
 
World Elephant 

13 
Left Hander’s 
Day 
 
Middle Child’s 
Day 
 
Ntl Garage Sale 
Day 

14 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 

 
V-J Day 
 
Ntl Creamsicle Day 
 

15 
 
Relaxation Day 

16 
10 am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
 
Ntl Roller Coaster 
Day 
 
Ntl Tell a Joke 
Day 

17 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Ntl Thriftshop Day 
 
Neighbor Night 

18 
1 pm Game Day 
 
Bad Poetry Day 
 
Serendipity Day 

19 
8:30 am-Ladies’ 
Breakfast @ iHop  
 

Aviation Day 
 
Ntl Potato Day 

20 
 
Ntl Honey Bee 
Awareness Day 
 
Ntl Radio Day 
 
Ntl Mosquito Day 

21 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 

Sr. Citizen’s Day 
 
Ntl Spumoni Day 

22 
Be an Angel Day 
 
Ntl Tooth Fairy Day 
(&/or Feb. 28) 

23 
10 am-Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
 
Ride the Wind 
Day 
 
World Daffodil 
Day 

24 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Iconic American 
Restaurants Day 

25 
 
Kiss and Make Up 
Day 
 
Ntl Banana Split 
Day 

26 
Office Closed 

 
Ntl Dog Day 
 
Ntl Toilet Paper 
Day 
 
Women’s Equali-

27 
 
Just Because Day 

28 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 
Stuffed Green Bell 
Peppers Day 
 
 

29 
Int’l Bat Night 
 
More Herbs, Less 
Salt Day 

30 
Frankenstein Day 
 
Toasted Marsh-
mallow Day 

31 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Ntl Eat Outside 
Day 
 
Ntl Trail Mix Day 

   

  
 

     

“ Know then today and keep in mind that the Lord is the only 

God in heaven above or on earth below. There is no other.” 

Deuteronomy 4:39 (CEB) 
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Pastor: Rick Basch 

 

Deacons 
Hector Palma Mike Tacker Robert Wisner 

2001 S. Starr Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119 

Church Office: 480-982-9120  

Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Email: crossrdsbc@yahoo.com 

Website: https://www.crossroadsbaptistaz.com/ 

Valley Rim Southern Baptist Association 
https://www.valleyrimsba.org/ 

AZ Southern Baptist Convention 
https://azsbc.org/ 

Southern Baptist Convention 
http://www.sbc.net/ 

https://www.valleyrimsba.org/
http://azsbc.org/
http://azsbc.org/

