
  

 

MARCH 2022 

From our pastor:  
If you haven’t heard yet, your church is thriving!  

 

 

 

How can I make such an audacious statement? Consider 
this— Attendance at Sunday School has increased, worship 
attendance has increased, new visitors are coming AND 
returning; and membership is growing. Clearly, we are more 
than existing—we are thriving! We are experiencing God’s 
favor because He is a faithful God who loves his people. 

God loves you! And so do I!    Pastor Rick 

 

2001 S. Starr Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119   480-982-9120 
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If you or someone you know needs prayer immediately, 
contact our Prayer Chain Chairperson, Martha Finton 

If you know of a church member who is a shut-in or in the hospital, 

and would like a visit and the Lord’s Supper taken to them, contact 

Pastor Rick or one of the deacons. 

• Sunday Fellowship - coffee & donuts 9:00 a.m. 

• Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. 

• Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. 

• Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting and Bible Study at 

5:30 p.m. Join us for a great study and discussion; bring 

a friend. 

• The Ladies’ Breakfast has changed to the third Friday 

of each month at 8:30 a.m.  

• The Men’s IMPACT is on hiatus. Watch the announce-

ments for the next Saturday breakfast. 

• Volunteering your Time: The church needs your gifts 

and talents. Volunteer to serve on a committee and 

bless others through your service.  

Sunday Worship Attendance: 104 
Sunday School Attendance: 61 

Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study Attendance: 24 
Ladies’ Bible Study Attendance: 8 

 

Ladies’ Breakfast Attendance : 7 
Total New Members: 8 

February 

Average 

Monthly 

Attendance 
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 The person who was to become St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was 

born in Wales about AD 385. His given name was Maewyn, and he almost didn’t get 

the job of bishop of Ireland because he lacked the required scholarship.  

 Far from being a saint, until he was 16, he considered himself a pagan. At that 

age, he was sold into slavery by a group of Irish marauders that raided his village. 

During his captivity, he became closer to God. He escaped from slavery after six 

years and went to Gaul where he studied in the monastery under St. Germain, 

Bishop of Auxerre for a period of twelve years. During his training he became 

aware that his calling was to convert the pagans to Christianity. His wishes were to 

return to Ireland, to convert the native pagans to Christianity. But his superiors 

instead appointed St. Palladius.  

 But two years later, Palladius transferred to Scotland. Patrick, having 

adopted that Christian name earlier, was then appointed as second Bishop to 

Ireland. Patrick was quite successful at winning converts. And this fact upset the 

Celtic Druids. Patrick was arrested several times, but escaped each time. He 

traveled throughout Ireland, establishing monasteries across the country. He also 

set up schools and churches which would aid him in his conversion of the Irish 

country to Christianity.  

 His mission in Ireland lasted for thirty years. After that time, Patrick retired 

to County Down. He died on March 17 in AD 461. That day has been commemorated 

as St. Patrick’s Day ever since.  

 Much Irish folklore surrounds St. Patrick’s Day. Not much of it is actually 

substantiated. Some of this lore includes the belief that Patrick raised people from 

the dead. He also is said to have given a sermon from a hilltop that drove all the 

snakes from Ireland. Of course, no snakes were ever native to Ireland, and some 

people think this is a metaphor for the conversion of the pagans. Though originally 

a Catholic holy day, St. Patrick’s Day has evolved into more of a secular holiday.  

 One traditional icon of the day is the shamrock. And this stems from a more 

bona fide Irish tale that tells how Patrick used the three-leafed shamrock to explain 

the Trinity. He used it in his sermons to represent how the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit could all exist as separate elements of the same entity. His followers 

adopted the custom of wearing a shamrock on his feast day.  

 The St. Patrick’s Day custom came to America in 1737. That was the first year 

St. Patrick’s Day was publicly celebrated in this country, in Boston.  

(www.myhoa.com › newsletter_articles › history and legand of st patricks day.pdf ) 
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If we missed your special day, please contact our church 

secretary, Beth, in the office at 480-982-9120 or  

email her at crossrdsbc@yahoo.com. 

Martha continues another year of her card ministry for the 
church covering birthdays, anniversaries, get well, bereavement, 

encouragement, etc. Each card is sent on behalf of the church 
(each of you). Through her ministry, friends and family are 

extended the love of Jesus through the mail.  Thank you, Martha! 

We honor & ce lebrate a l l  our  members  and  

f r iends  who wi l l  ce lebrate   

MARCH bir thdays  and anniversar ies .  

(L i s ts  are  in  the  informat ion area at  the  back  of  the  sanctuary)  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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My Dear Shepherds, 

Pastors offer a lot of short prayers. We pray short prayers beside hospital beds and in 
church hallways, to begin and conclude meetings and dinners, before sermons and to 
wrap up counseling sessions. Often our words tumble out half-formed. We pray for the 
same things so often that we can’t help but fall back on clichés. Spur-of-the-moment 
prayers are part of our calling. The danger is that in becoming so repetitious they become 
lifeless. It’s an occupational hazard. 

We’re often expected to pray without advance notice. Not expecting to pray and 
being unprepared to pray are two different things. When I was a very young pastor, I 
remember a morning when I consciously resisted the Spirit’s prompting to spend time 
alone in private devotions. Late that afternoon, I got word that the father of a young 
woman in the Bible study I was about to lead had collapsed and died. It fell to me to tell 
her. I knew that my failure to pray that morning left me weak and wordless in that crisis. 
Jesus, of course, was merciful to me and her but it was a lesson I’ve never forgotten. 

Impromptu prayers draw their life from our quiet times of deeper prayer. The Scripture we 
read gives us handholds in that spur-of-the-moment situation. We easily re-enter the 
quiet place where we’d been with the Lord. Our faith is still garden fresh. We’re not so 
much praying new prayers as we are adding another paragraph to our ongoing 
conversation with God. 

Unexpected prayers are diluted by a verbal running start, sort of preliminary yammering. 
Now I try to be quiet long enough to find the Holy Spirit in my mind’s crowd. I try to think 
what is most needful for the soul I’m with. After all, short prayers don’t need to be rushed. 

Someone told me about a pastor they admired who ended virtually every conversation, no 
matter how ordinary, with a brief prayer for that person. You know my reaction when I 
heard that? “Really?! Why didn’t I do that more often?” I have prayed spontaneously for 
people often enough to know that it is one of those little ministries of good shepherding. 

I love how short prayers can be grace-filled surprises. Like the guy I heard about who 
prayed with a weary waitress, or the pastor who prayed for a parishioner’s roommate in 
the hospital, or a friend who would stand on the steps of the courthouse offering to pray 
for people facing a stressful hearing. We’re so used to people praying for us that we forget 
that we encounter people every day who have never had anyone pray for them personally. 

Our short prayers bring the presence of Jesus near. Sometimes we pray because they can’t. 
We ask of Jesus what they don’t know to ask. We approach God’s throne boldly when they 
don’t know how to face him at all. We do priestly work, even in a few moments, and they 
feel heard and loved by the Lord. 

What matters most about our short prayers is that we actually pray and not just say a 
prayer; that we genuinely intercede. Then our prayers, even poorly put, are reworded or un
-worded by the Holy Spirit, lifted up, and met at heaven’s altar by our High Priest. We 
speak our small prayer and there, set afire, they become the incense of heaven. 

Be ye glad!   -Lee Eclov, Retired Pastor  
 

(From Preaching Today (newsletter): https://www.preachingtoday.com/your-soul/preacher-devotions/
faithful-in-little-impromptu-prayers.html) 

An article that applies to everyone. 
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Understanding Others  

“Make sure you see what you are looking at.” 
 This was a recommendation handed out to all drivers at Federal Express one morning. The 
new safety division had decided that this bit of advice would help us avoid an accident. The 
common thought among all the drivers, though, was that we were paying somebody a lot of 
money for coming up with silly slogans. 
 Yet I couldn’t get this thought out of my mind that day. And for the next few days, I realized 
how many times I didn’t see something that was right in front of my nose. How could I have 
missed it? I could have had an accident and would have wondered how it could have happened. It 
was because I did not see what I was looking at. 
 I wonder how many times this happens with our relationships. Is it possible that most of 
our conflicts happen when we fail to “see” where the other person is coming from? Can problems 
be caused by our failure to “see” things from the other person’s point of view? Could it be that 
many times we refuse someone else’s interpretation of things? 
 A major ingredient in all healthy relationships is understanding. Being willing to “see” 
things from the other person’s point of view. Paul says it this way: “Therefore, as God ’s chosen 
people…clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear 
with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another”  

(Colossians 3:12-13). 
 Relationships are too important to 
our well-being to risk losing any of them. 
And the way to build and maintain them is 
to be willing to see the things you are 
looking at, maybe from another person’s 
point of view. 
 Just as understanding God will 
build your relationship with Him, 
understanding those around you will do 
the same for those relationships. 
Doug Allen 
via Lifelines 
Roseville (MI) Church of Christ 
Bulletin Digest (April 2003) 
(https://bulletindigest.com/2014/07/09/
understanding-others/) 
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“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him .”  
     Colossians 3:17 

March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

• Irish American Herit-
age Month 

• Ntl Celery Month 

• Ntl Craft Month 

 

•  

1 

• Ntl Pig Day 

• Peace Corps 
Day 

• World Compli-
ment Day 

2 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 

• Old Stuff Day 

3 

• Caregiver Appre-
ciation Day 

• National Anthem 
Day 

4 

• World Day of 
Prayer 

• Hug a GI Day 

• Employee Ap-
preciation Day 

5 

•  

6 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 The Lord’s Supper 
 

• Ntl Oreo Cookie Day 

• Dentist’s Day 

7 
Ntl Cereal Day 

8 
Ntl Proofreading 
Day 

9 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
 
Get Over It Day 

10 
Popcorn Lover’s 
Day 
 
Int’l Find a Pay 
Phone Booth Day 

11 
Johnny Apple-
seed Day 
 

12 
Girl Scouts Day 
 
Plant a Flower 
Day 
 
 

13 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 

 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
BEGINS AT 2AM  
(NOT IN AZ) 

14 
Ntl Potato Chip 
Day 
 
Ntl Pi Day ((3.14 is 
the value of Pi) 

15 

• Ides of March 

• Tea for Two 
Tuesday 

16 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Giant Panda Bear 
Day 
 

17 
Game Day 

• Purim 

• St. Patrick’s Day 
 
 

18 
8:30 am-Ladies’ 
Breakfast @ iHop 
(NEW DAY) 
 

• Awkward Mo-
ments Day 

• Supreme Sacri-
fice Day 

19 
Let’s Laugh Day 
 
Ntl Quilting Day 
 
Poultry 

20 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 
 

21 
 

22 
 
Ntl Goof Off Day 
 
As Young As You 
Feel Day 

23 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Ntl Chip & Dip Day 
 
Ntl Puppy Day 

24 
 
Ntl Cheesesteak 
Day 
 
Ntl Chocolate Cov-
ered Raisin Day 

25 
 
Waffle Day 
 
Pecan Day 

26 
 
Live Long & 
Prosper 
 
Ntl Spinach Day 

27 
9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 

28 
 
Weed Appreciation 
Day 
 
Something on a 
Stick Day 

29 
 
Ntl Mom & Pop 
Business Owners 
Day 

30 
 
Ntl Doctor’s Day 
 
Take a Walk in the 
Park Day 
 
Turkey Neck Soup 
Day 

31 
 
Ntl Crayon Day 
 
Bunsen Burner Day 
 
Ntl Clam on the 
Half Shell Day 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

     

“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting. ” 

Psalm 136.1 (NASB) 
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Pastor: Rick Basch 

 

Deacons 
Hector Palma Mike Tacker Robert Wisner 

2001 S. Starr Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119 

Church Office: 480-982-9120  

Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Email: crossrdsbc@yahoo.com 

Website: https://www.crossroadsbaptistaz.com/ 

Valley Rim Southern Baptist Association 
https://www.valleyrimsba.org/ 

AZ Southern Baptist Convention 
https://azsbc.org/ 

Southern Baptist Convention 
http://www.sbc.net/ 

https://www.valleyrimsba.org/
http://azsbc.org/
http://azsbc.org/

