
  

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

We have  shared  another  August together. 

Most of us are ready to take on September even though time 

and trials have left us with a few limps and a scar or two. It is 

good to have a church family to sojourn with! Imagine going it 

alone without the love and support of people who pray for you 

and are jealous for your well-being. 

I hope that you feel connected to the body of believers at 

Crossroads. If not, then that must change! Please reach out and let me know how we can 

embrace you better. All of us will benefit. No person is extraneous or disposable! You are in 

this body because God has placed you here as He has a blessing for you and His church. You 

are not here by accident. You have been carefully placed by our sovereign creator. 

This is a good opportunity for me to put in a plug for our Wednesday night Prayer and Bible 

Study. We meet in the kitchen fellowship area each Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. We usually have 

12 to 20 people who regularly attend. We review our church’s prayer needs, update as 

needed, identify any new personal needs for members, their families, or friends. Then we 

pray individually as the Spirit leads us. Our prayers are powerful and effective. No person 

leaves the same way they came. Everyone’s heart is uplifted and edified.  

We then proceed to our Bible Study. To move deeper into Scripture, we piggyback on the 

sermon the Sunday before. You may have noticed the sermon notes area in the bulletin. We 

use this format to share our thoughts and observations, and to dig deeper into the sermon. 

We are finding that this process generates spirited conversation and helps with our learning.  

Please give the Wednesday meeting a try. I guarantee that you will find yourself enriched AND 

more connected than ever before. The best way to find a friend is to be a friend. You will not 

be disappointed. Besides, we have refreshments as a bonus! 

Proverbs 27:17 

Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 

Matthew 18:20 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

God loves you! And so do I!    Pastor Rick 

2001 S. Starr Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119   480-982-9120 
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If you or someone you know 
needs prayer immediately, 
contact our Prayer Chain 

Chair, Martha Finton. 

If you would like to 
have, or know of a 
church member 
who would like, a 

visit &/or the Lord’s Supper taken to them, 
contact the office, the new visitation team, 
or one of the deacons. 

 Sunday Worship:......... 46 
 Sunday School:......... 30 
 Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study:......... 17 

 
 
 

 Ladies’ Breakfast Attendance:........... 6 
 Game Day:  .......... 8 

  

August  Average 

Monthly Attendance 

Ministr ies /Other  Events 
Actual  Attendance 

 

 

 

• Sunday Fellowship - coffee & donuts 9:00 am. 

• Bible Study at 9:30 am. 

• Worship Service at 10:45 am. 

• Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting and Bible Study at 

5:30 pm.  

• The Ladies’ Breakfast—Monthly: third Friday at 8:30 am.  

• The Men’s IMPACT is on hiatus. Watch for announce-

ments in the bulletin and here. 

• Volunteering Your Time: The church needs your gifts and 

talents. See a need? Want to help somehow? Contact the 

office. 

Office Summer Closures: 

September 2, 16, 30 

October 14 & 28 
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The focus of this topic is to look at the probability of Christ fulfilling the prophecies in the Old Testament. 

So, what is probability? Probability, also known as "odds", is a branch of mathematics that measures the 

likelihood that a given event will occur. To begin, let's look at some interesting "odds":  Being struck by 

lightning in a year = 7 x 105 or 1 in 700,000     Being killed by lightning in a year = 2 x 106 or 1 in 2,000,000      

Becoming president = 1 x 107 or 1 in 10,000,000      A meteorite landing on your house = 1.8 x 1014 or 1 in 

180,000,000,000,000      You will eventually die = 1 in 1 

As you can see, the probability of being struck or killed by lightning, becoming president, or having a 

meteorite land on your house, progressively increases, given the event; however, someone somewhere will be 

that 1 in 10x, and that someone could be you. 

Now, let's look at one of the most amazing probability studies to be conducted. Dr. Peter Stoner, author 

of Science Speaks, applied the principle of probability, which states that if the chance of one thing happening 

is "1 in M", and the chance of another independent thing happening is "1 in N", then the chance that they 

shall both happen is "1 in M x N", as it pertains to fulfillment of Biblical prophecies. 

The Bible is full of prophecies, either events that have happened or events that will happen in the future. 
In Science Speaks, Dr. Stoner looks at the probability that one man, Jesus Christ, could have fulfilled even 8 of 
the 300 prophecies that pertain to Him in the Bible. Let's look at these eight prophecies from the Old 
Testament pertaining to Christ, their fulfillment by Christ in the New Testament, the probability of one man 
fulfilling each prophecy, and the sum of one man fulfilling all eight prophecies. Keep in mind, the time span 
between the prophecies of the Old Testament and the New Testament fulfillment is hundreds, even 
thousands of years. 

 

To answer the question what is the probability of one man fulfilling all eight prophecies, the principal of 
probability is applied. Therefore, multiplying all eight probabilities together (1 times 2.8 x 105 x 103 x 102 x 
103 x 103 x 105 x 103 x 104) gives us 2.8 x 1028, or for simplicity sake 1 x 1028 or 1 in 
10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. 
Given this and the time span between the writings of the Old Testament and the fulfillment by Christ in the 

New Testament, the prophecies were either given to the prophets by God, or the prophets just wrote them 

down as they thought they should be. With Christ fulfilling all eight prophecies, what are the odds the 

prophets were just guessing? 

Odds of Christ Fulfilling Prophecy  
 

Old Testament Prophecy New Testament Fulfillment Probability 

Christ to be born in Bethlehem 

(Micah 5:2) 

And Herod asked where Christ had been 

born ... they answered Bethlehem     (Matt 2:4

2.8 x 10
5
 or 1 in 280,000 

Forerunner of Christ 

(Malachi 3:1) 

John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ     

(Mark 1:2-8)  

1 x 10
3
 or 1 in 1,000 

Christ to enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey     

(Zech 9:9) 

Christ enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey     

(Matt 21:4-11)  

1 x 10
2
 or 1 in 100 

Christ to be betrayed by a friend 

(Psalm 41:9)  

Judas betrayed Jesus 

(Luke 22:21)  

1 x 10
3
 or 1 in 1,000 

Christ to be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver     

(Zech 11:12)  

Judas sold out Jesus for 30 pieces of silver     

(Matt 26:15) 

1 x 10
3
 or 1 in 1,000 

30 pieces of silver casted down and used to 

buy a potter's field     (Zech 11:13)  

30 pieces of silver used to buy a potter's field     

(Matt 27:3-10) 

1 x 10
5
 or 1 in 100,000 

Although innocent, Christ kept silent when 

on trial     (Isaiah 53:7) 

Jesus kept silent when questioned 

(Mark 14:60-61)  

1 x 10
3
 or 1 in 1,000 

Christ crucified     (Psalm 22:16)  Jesus was crucified     (John 19:17, 18) 1 x 10
4
 or 1 in 10,000 
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M issions News 

 - News from missions supported by Crossroads Baptist Church 
 
 

Matthew 25:40 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  

This month:   

CBC’s  Benevolence Program  

THIS YEAR, Crossroads Baptist Church’s annual budget for its benevolence program (funds set 
aside from member’s tithes during the year) is $2,000. These funds are used for any church 
member or local person/family in need and seeking assistance from the church. This annual 
amount is supplemented by: 
1) Special offerings that are marked as ’benevolence’ at the time of giving.  
2) Special benevolence funds that come in marked for an individual that the Lord has laid on 

someone’s heart. (The church conveys these directly to the donee for the donor’s anonymity.) 
3) The church’s ‘Can Drive.’ The clean, empty cans are provided in order to meet a need at the 

time for a few extra dollars. 
4) The church’s food drive. Our food pantry is stocked by those who have felt led to help in this 

way. Food is collected and organized by product and expiration date. It is for anyone in need 
whether they are a member or not. 

5) The blanket drive . We have been collecting blankets that are shared with Set Free Church and 
the local organization, Genesis Project. These give the homeless and needy warmth in the 
winter and for some, shade in the summer. 

6) Fry’s $15 gift cards. These cards can be used only at Frys’s grocery stores and gas stations- they 
cannot be cashed in.  

So far this calendar year, the church has helped over well over 20 times when someone came to us 
in need. Summer is a busier time for helping, as many homeless need extra assistance during the 
hot months. The word gets around in the homeless communities that this church is able to help 
them a bit and some who seek assistance find us by calling the office. Thank God for his blessings! 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 (The Message): Remember: A stingy planter gets a stingy crop; a lavish planter gets a 
lavish crop. I want each of you to take plenty of time to think it over, and make up your own mind what 
you will give. That will protect you against sob stories and arm-twisting. God loves it when the giver 
delights in the giving. God can pour on the blessings in astonishing ways so that you’re ready for anything 
and everything, more than just ready to do what needs to be done. As one psalmist puts it, 

He throws caution to the winds, giving to the needy in reckless abandon.  
His right-living, right-giving ways never run out, never wear out. 

This most generous God who gives seed to the farmer that becomes bread for your meals is more than 
extravagant with you. He gives you something you can then give away, which grows into full-formed lives, 
robust in God, wealthy in every way, so that you can be generous in every way, producing with us great 
praise to God. Carrying out this social relief work involves far more than helping meet the bare needs of 
poor Christians. It also produces abundant and bountiful thanksgivings to God. This relief offering is a 
prod to live at your very best, showing your gratitude to God by being openly obedient to the plain 
meaning of the Message of Christ. You show your gratitude through your generous offerings to your 
needy brothers and sisters, and really toward everyone. Meanwhile, moved by the extravagance of God in 
your lives, they’ll respond by praying for you in passionate intercession for whatever you need. Thank 
God for this gift, his gift. No language can praise it enough! 
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Baptism Sunday 

August 14, 2022 
“For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. 

And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty 

power of God, who raised Christ from the dead."     Colossians 2:12 NLT 

 

Another celebratory day at Crossroads!!  Support your brother in Christ  

as he continues his walk with our Lord Jesus. 

We are here to support him in his show of faith and help him grow in the  

strength and wisdom of God! 
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To share your special dates, please contact the office at 480-982-

9120 or email Beth at crossrdsbc@yahoo.com. 

Martha continues another year of her card ministry for the 
church covering birthdays, anniversaries, get well, bereavement, 

encouragement, etc. Each card is sent on behalf of the church 
(each of you). Through her ministry, friends and family are 

extended the love of Jesus through the mail.  Thank you, Martha! 

We honor & ce lebrate a l l  our  members  and  

b i r thdays  and anniversar ies  th is  month!  

(P lease  check  your  member ’s  d i rectory  for  dates)  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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Great Hymns and Their Backgrounds 
(First in a Possible Series) 

We all enjoy  a good hymn, right? There’s just something about how they can transport us 
into worship of our Lord. The words, the music, even the sound of other voices joining 
ours as we sing praise to our God and Savior. I like to think that God inspired the writers 
of those great hymns, just as he inspired the Bible. And as we get to know the writers in 
the Bible, we can also get to know the writers of beloved hymns. You may be acquainted 
with the stories, yet maybe not. Please take a few moments to thoughtfully read them 
even if they are familiar, then contemplate the words of the song. Be amazed at how 
human souls respond to the touch of our Creator in all circumstances.                                      

"What a Friend We Have in Jesus" 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit 
O what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

 
Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged 

Take it to the Lord in prayer 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

 
Are we weak and heavy laden 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge 

Take it to the Lord in prayer 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he'll take and shield thee 

Thou wilt find a solace there 
 

Joseph Scriven, a young Irishman, completed his college education in 1844. He returned 
home to marry his sweetheart. He came home to find his bride-to-be tragically lying dead 
after falling off her horse. Later on, Scriven moved to Canada and fell in love again. 
Unfortunately, for the second time, his bride-to-be hit a horrible fate. She became ill and 
died weeks before their marriage. 
 
Scriven wrote a poem to his mother in Ireland to describe the tragedy he had faced. He 
spoke of how his deep friendship with Jesus, which he had cultivated through prayer, 
helped him get through the loss of his two loved ones. Instead of believing God was 
punishing him, Scriven thought God was his rock. The poem was published anonymously 
under the title "Pray Without Ceasing". Later in 1868, attorney Charles Converse set the text 
to music and changed the name to what we know it as today. 
 

(https://www.beliefnet.com/entertainment/music/the-history-behind-your-favorite-church-hymns.aspx) 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/friend
https://www.definitions.net/definition/griefs
https://www.definitions.net/definition/privilege
https://www.definitions.net/definition/peace
https://www.definitions.net/definition/often
https://www.definitions.net/definition/needless
https://www.definitions.net/definition/because
https://www.definitions.net/definition/trials
https://www.definitions.net/definition/there
https://www.definitions.net/definition/should
https://www.definitions.net/definition/friend
https://www.definitions.net/definition/sorrows
https://www.definitions.net/definition/knows
https://www.definitions.net/definition/every
https://www.definitions.net/definition/heavy
https://www.definitions.net/definition/still
https://www.definitions.net/definition/friends
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forsake
https://www.definitions.net/definition/shield
https://www.definitions.net/definition/solace
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“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him .”  
     Colossians 3:17 

September2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

• Ntl Sewing Month 

• Baby Safety Month 

• Happy Cat Month 

• Ntl Piano Month 

 

 • Ntl Courtesy 
Month 

• Hispanic  
Heritage Month 

• Intl Square 
Dancing Month 

 1 
Ntl Cherry Popover 
Day 
 

2 
Office Closed 
 

3 
Intl Bacon Day 
 
Ntl Tailgating 
Day 
 
World Beard Day 

4 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 

Communion Sunday 
 
 

5   LABOR DAY 

HOLIDAY 

Office Closed 

Be Late for Some-

thing Day 

 

6 
Read a Book Day 
 
Fight Procrastina-
tion Day 

7 
No Prayer Meeting 
& Bible Study 
 
Ntl Salami Day 

8 
Intl Literacy Day (or 
Dec 22) 
 
Pardon Day 

9 
Teddy Bear Day 

10 
Sewing Machine 
Day 
 
Swap Ideas Day 

11 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 

 
9/11 Remembrance  
 
Grandparent’s Day 

12 
 
Chocolate Milk 
Shake Day 

13 
10 am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
 
Ntl Peanut Day 
 
Defy Superstition 
Day 

14 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Intl Crab Fest Day 
 
Ntl Cream-Filled 
Donut Day 

15 
1 pm Game Day 
 
Felt Hat Day 

16 
Office Closed 

 
8:30 am-Ladies’ 
Breakfast @ iHop  
 

Mayflower Day 
 
Ntl Play Doh Day 

17 
Citizenship Day 
 
Constitution Day 
 
Ntl Apple  
Dumpling Day 

18 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 

Ntl Wife Appreciation, 
Women’s Friendship 
Days 

19 
Intl Talk Like a 
Pirate Day 
 
Ntl Butterscotch 
Pudding Day 

20 
10 am-Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
 
Ntl Pepperoni 
Pizza Day 

21 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Intl Peace Day 
World Gratitude 
Day, and Miniature 
Golf Day 

22 
AUTUMN BEGINS! 
 
Elephant Apprecia-
tion Day 
 
Hobbit Day 

23 
Native American 
Day 
 
Checkers Day 

24 
Yom Kippur (at 
sunset) 
 
Ntl Hunting & 
Fishing Day 
 

25 
 9 am-Fellowship 
 9:30 am-Bible Study 
10:45 am-Worship 
 
Rosh Hashanah (at 
sundown) 
 

26 
Johnny Appleseed 
Day 

27 
Crush a Can Day 

28 
5:30 pm-Prayer 
Meeting & Bible 
Study 
 
Ntl Good Neighbor 
Day 
 

29 
Sukkot  
(at sundown) 

30 
Office Closed 
 
Ntl Mud Pack 
Day 

 

  
 

     

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) 
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Pastor: Rick Basch 

 

Deacons 
Hector Palma Mike Tacker Robert Wisner 

2001 S. Starr Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119 

Church Office: 480-982-9120  

Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Email: crossrdsbc@yahoo.com 

Website: https://www.crossroadsbaptistaz.com/ 

Valley Rim Southern Baptist Association 
https://www.valleyrimsba.org/ 

AZ Southern Baptist Convention 
https://azsbc.org/ 

Southern Baptist Convention 
http://www.sbc.net/ 

https://www.valleyrimsba.org/
http://azsbc.org/
http://azsbc.org/

